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The following two theorems provide a priori error estimates for the implicit-in-time scheme.
THEOREM 6.1. If

o™u
at™m
then for {U™,Z™} defined by (84)—(88), there exists a constant C' such that

z € L°°(0,T; H'(Q)), € L'(0,T; L*(Q)), m < 4, zie-v € L0, T; L7 (89)),

(89) U = Prul|pes(o,r;12) < C(A* + 1)
If additionally
z: € L0, T; H'(Q)), 2 € L'(0,T; L*(Q)),
then there exists a constant C such that
(90) 10:U = Pa(ue)]

+ ||Z — Trz|| < O(A* + 1),

LE(0,T;L2) LZ(0,T;L2)

THEOREM 6.2. Assume that (89) holds and w € L*(0,T; H"(Q)), then {U",Z"} defined by (84)-
(88), there exists a constant C such that
(91) ||U — ’u||LoA<;(07T;L2) S C(AtQ + hr)

Moreover, if (90) holds and u; € L*(0,T; H"(R)), z € L>(0,T; H"(R)), then there exists a constant
C such that

(92) 18:U — | < C(AF +17).

L%(0,T;L2) =

+1Z — =]

L5,(0,T;L2)

Proof. The proof is very similar to Theorem 5.1; hence, we comment only on the key differences.
The error 7 and o satisfy (57),(58),(61) and

(93) (%atr%,'w) F(Veot,w) = (2% w), we W,
(94) (6‘?1’",'11}) + (V-a";%,w) =(r",w), n>1, we W,

with r° defined as in Section 5 and

"= (u )"% —Ou" = L - (Jt| — At)(3 —2(1 — |t|/At)2)a4—u(t" + t)dt
= (Ut t ~ 12 A ot ’
Define
n—1
11
$°=0, ¢"=aty oI w1
=0
Summing (94) and using (93), we find that
(95) (@73 w) + (Vo™ 5 w) = (A o' w) = (R, w), n >0,
=0

Averaging (70) at time level n 4+ 1 and n and using (58), we have
(96)  (AT'0.4"TE,v) = (r"FE,Vov) 4+ €ad" E v>
= (A_ln"‘i'%,v) —|—<<aE"+%,v>>, veEeVy n>0.

The estimate on |U — Ppru|| follows by adding (95) and (96) with w = 3 and v = ¢"+% and
using the argument in the proof of Theorem 5.1. Likewise, (90) is derived similarly by using the test
functions w = 3t7"+% + atr"—% and v = 0"+% in (94) and (61) directly. Theorem 6.2 follows exactly

the same argument as Theorem 5.2. O
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If At is chosen such that % < 1, then we may bound the term in (77) involving the divergence by

using Cauchy-Schwarz and the inverse hypothesis (19) since
(79) A|(V-¢" T, T < M|V
< ALCsRT [ Lallr Y|
<™ %+ I
Taking the maximum of (77) over 0 <n < N — 1, and using ”'UHEOA‘;(O,T;H) < ||'U||L°A‘;(0,T;L2) with (78)
and (79), we conclude that

N
i+ L i+ L
(80) ||T||i°A‘;(O,T;L2) + ||¢||2L°A<;(o,T;L2) + Z A<agt: ¢t >

1=0

<cC

2 4 2
h”nlyllz‘E(O,T;Lz(aﬂ)) + (At) ||Ztt'V||L1(0,T;L2(6Q))

+ (NE Atann)Q + (fj At||n“||)2].

Since
N 3 4
(81) IR') < af] < C(any? <||%||L1(0,T;L2(ﬂ)) + IIZTZLIIL1<0,T;L2<@))>
i=0
by (65) and (66), we have that
N-1 2 3 .
(82) (Z At||Ri||) <c(ant <||%”§11(O,T;L2(ﬂ)) + ||%”§,1(0,T;L2(Q))> .
i=0

The a priori bound (53) follows from (80) by using the approximation properties of the projections
and the estimates (78),(82) and (79).
The bound (55) follows from (53) and the triangle inequality.

The estimates for ||(Z — z)"|| and ||6‘tU"‘|'l — (Ut)"-l'%” are derived similarly by choosing the test
functions w = (?tT"‘i'% —|—8trn_% and v=0"t% in (60) and (61) directly and using (78), (81) and the
bound

N-1

i+1 T
(83) D Atljam™ 2| < C (7|2l poso,mmrian + (A1) ||zerel 110, 7i22(0y))

i=0
for the resulting time truncation terms. 0O

6. Implicit Method. The implicit-in-time mived finite element method approzimationto (24)—
28) is given by a sequence of pairs {U",Z"} € Wj, x V;, 0 < n < N satisfying

(28)

(84) (%, w) = (uo,w), w e Wa,

(85) (A7'Z°%v) = (U°,V-v) = — <ug,v-v>, VEVy,

(86) (%&U%,w) 4 (VZE,w) = (FF 4 %uh w)  w e W,

(87) (O2U" w) + (VZ¥5, w) = (fF,w), weWn, n>1,
(88) (A1, 273 v) — (0. U™ 2, Vov) + €aZ"t 3 v>

87
88
s+l

=—</ g(tydt,v-v>, veEVy n>0.
t

n

The existence and uniqueness of the solution to the resulting linear system follows from the uni-
solvancy of the mixed formulation of the following elliptic problem with Robin boundary conditions:

@qs _VAVé=0 inQ,
¢+ aM(AVP)-v =0 on 9.
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where R" = Atzy.l i,

=0
Multiplying (61) by At and summing over time levels, we see that

(1) (Ao = o) v) = (=, T+ a3 o v
=0

= (AT ™ =), V) + KB v, ve Vi, n 20,
where E*t! = Atz:;o ei+% = E"‘H + Atz:;o ni+%. Noting that

(71) oI =) ot >0,
i=1

(72) 86" 7 = o™ p > 0.
and using (57), (58), (71) and (72), we have
(73) (A1, 5 v) — (7", Vov) + < ag™ T v >
= (AT v+ <aE" v>, veV, n>0.
Adding (69) and (73) with w = 7 and v = ¢"+%, we find that
1 n n n n

g (14 = 1o = e

+€ag™tE "t s 4 (V" 7 E) - (VS o

= (R", 7" 3) 4 (A7 6" ) <a B 9™ s, w0,

(74)

Multiplying (74) by 2A¢ and using Cauchy-Schwarz along with

(75) (V67,7748 — (Vg™ 3 o) = 2 [(997,77) — (V974,774
we have
(76) (7P = 170+l 1% = 1971%) + 28t ag™ 5, ¢7F 5 >
+AL[(Vg", ") = (Vg™ )]
< 22¢(|| Rl +Cla gl

LZ(0,T;L2) L(0,T;L2)

+<aE™ 9" i), w0,

Summing over time levels and using (57) and (58), we see that

(77) ||Tn+1||2 + ||¢n+1||2A + ZZAt<<a¢i+%’¢i+% > At(v~¢n+1,Tn+l)

=0

(&) o2 - i i+1
< I+ D0 MR o7, + Clln ™t M1l 7, 12)

=0

+ZAt<<aEi+1,¢i+%>>, n > 0.

=0

Since ¢ € Vj and using (67), we see that

(78K<0Ei+l,¢i+%>> = ZAt<<a/eJ+%’¢i+%>>

j=0

1,41 1 1
< Clla? g™ 3 v Laon) (Y A RF|[n'F 2 v L2on)

j=0
it

£y / e (0 Laomdt)

7

1 41 1
< C||a2¢ i 'V||L2(6Q)(h2 ||77.V||ZDA<;(0’T;L2(6Q)) + (At)2||ztt'V||L1(07T;L2(aﬂ))).
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Subtracting (24)—(28) from (48)—(52) and using properties (12) and (13) of the projections, we find
that

(57) (r%,w) =0, w&Wh,
(58) (A7 vy = (A7"°,v), Vv EVy,
59 iﬁtré,w +(Vo® w)=(2r°,w), we Wh,
At
(60) (8?7'",11}) + (Vo™ w)=(r",w), w&Wp, n>1,
(61)  (A7'90™ 3 V) — (7"t Vov) + €ao”t T v>
= (A" 0 %,V + KL ae %,V>>, veVy n>0,
AT o™t n A%
where
At 3
0 _ 1 0 1 0 1 1 28 u
(62) r :5(Utt) tN ((‘ut) —at‘lﬂ) :_m/o (t— A ﬁ(t)dt,
At 4
n n n 1 38 U n
(63) 1" = ()" — 9w = / (Jt] — At)? —(t" + t)dt,
6(AL)2 [_,, ot*
1 ent1
1 1
(64) e"tz = —/ (z(t) —2"T2)dt + 9"t 2
At
= "+2 "+2
w/A AP ) T2 et

2

Therefore, we have
u
(65) 7] < CNHWHLOO(O,T;H(Q))

<CAM <|| 9 ||L1(0 7;02(Q)) T || gy ||L1(0 T L2(ﬂ))>

gl
(66) "] < CA - || o clyat, n>1,.
And letting
2 9%z 1
ot = i/ - @ Rt o,

we have from (17) that for every v € Vi,
(67) <ae™ 3 v = <an™F v> + <ad™ i v>
—<<(a_ah)77n+2 v> +<ae nty V>

ent1
1 L a4l
< Clla?v-v|zz(an) (f” In™* % vl L2gon) + A ||Ztt'V||L2(an)dt) , n2>0.

tn

Analogous to the techniques used in the previous section, we consider the “discrete integral” of o

defined by
o A n_ A g ~
¢—70, ¢—70'-|—Atza,
Recalling that 87 +™ = (8t7"+% — atr"—%)/m and summing (60) over time levels, we have
(68) (07" 3 — 273, w) + (V-(6" = ¢°),w) = (&Y ' w), >

Using (59), we see that

(69) (27" 7 w) + (V6" w) = (R™,w), n >0,
7



5. Explicit Method. The ezplicit-in-time mized finite element approzimation to (24)—(28) is
given by a sequence of pairs {U", Z"} € Wi x Vp, 0 < n < N satisfying

48
49

(Uo,w) = (ug,w), w € Wh,
(AT 2% v) = (U°,V-v) = — <ug,v-v>, VEVp,

51 (QFU™ w) + (V2" w) = (f*,w), weWp n>1,

(A1 23 v) — (0,073, Vov) + <aZ™ 3 v>
s+l

=—</ g(tydt,v-v> veVy n>0.
t

n

(48)
(49)
(50) (%&U%,w) +(VZ%,w) = (" + %ul,w), w € Wi,
(51)
(52)

Equation (50) arises naturally by defining a fictitious value U~ satisfying the condition

vt-uv-t
Pron =N
and considering (51) with n = 0.

The method is explicit in time in the sense that the calculation of {U™,Z"}, 0 < n < N involves
only the inversion of mass-type matrices associated with the spaces Vj and Wj. In particular, U°,
Z°, and U' are determined sequentially by solving (48), (49) and (50), respectively. The explicit
calculations proceeds by alternately solving (51) for U™ having already calculated U™, U™™' and
Z™ and solving (52) for Z™*! having calculated Z™, U™*! and U™.

As expected for such an explicit scheme, this method is only conditionally stable. A sufficient
condition for stability for the Dirichlet problem is derived in Theorem 5.1 of [4]. The condition,
At < 2h/C4, arises naturally in the proof of the following theorem, and so we do not repeat the
stability argument here.

THEOREM 5.1. If At < 2h/Cy and

Mu
atm

then for {U™,Z™} defined by (48)-(52), there exists a constant C' such that

z € L°°(0,T; H'(Q)), € L'(0,T; L3 (), m < 4, zie-v € L0, T; L7 (89)),

(53) IU = Prullzse(0,7522) < C(M* +17).
If additionally

z: € LF(0,T; H'(Q)), 2w € L'(0,T5 L*(Q)),
then there exists a constant C such that

(54) 10:U — Pr(ud)] +1Z — Wnzl| poe (0,7,02) < C(A* +RT).

L(0,T;L2)

THEOREM 5.2. Assume that (53) holds and w € L*(0,T; H"(Q)), then for {U™,Z"} defined by
(48)—-(52), there exists a constant C such that

(55) U — ullzeso,7502) < C(AtQ +hR").

At

Moreover, if (54) holds and u; € L*(0,T; H"(R)), z € L>(0,T; H"(R)), then there exists a constant
C such that

(56) [[0:U — uel +11Z — 2l 0,702y < C(M* + 1),

L5,(0,T;L2)

Proof. Let

™ =U" — Ppu”, o"=Z" —lpz", 73" =(z—1Urz)".



Motivated by the work of Baker [2], we consider

Integrating (37) and (38) in time and using (34)—(36), we have

(39) (e, w) + (V-g,w) =0, wée Wy, t>0,
(40) (A_1¢t,v)—(T,V~v)—|—<<oz¢,v>>:(A_ln,v)—|—<<a€,v>>, v eV, t>0.

Adding (39) and (40) with w = 7 and v = ¢ and using (17), we see that

(1) L4

1 _
s UTIE +1815) + a2 6-vlia(on) = (A7'n, ¢) + <€, 6>
= (A7, ) + < (o — ap)é, 6>
1, 1 —
< §||O‘2¢'V||i2(an) + (4 177,¢)+Ch||5"’||i2(an)~

Integrating in time, using (34), ¢(0) = 0, 7(0) = 0, and Cauchy-Schwarz, we have for ¢ > 0 that

t

1
(42) 7112 () + 1% (1) +/ = ¢(s)-vl[72ca0)ds
0
t t
<2 [ (a7, o)+ O [ 6 o
0 0

t t
<C <|I¢||Lw<o,T;L2>/ ||77(S)||ds+h/ IIE(S)~V||2LZ(amdS)~
0 0

Hence,

1
(43) ||T||L°°(0,T;L2) + ||¢||L°°(0,T;L2) + ||a2¢'V||L2(O,T;L2(6SZ))
L
<cC <||77||L1(0,T;L2) +h? ||5'V||L2(0,T;L2(aﬂ))) .

Using the approximation properties of the Il,-projection, we have proven the first part of the
following theorem. The estimates for (Z — th) and (Ut — Ph'ut) are derived via similar arguments
by using the test functions w = 7 and v = o in (37) and (38).

THEOREM 4.1. Ifz € LI(O,T; HT) then there exists a constant C independent of b such that

(44) ||U — Ph’u||Lco(07T;L2) S Chr
Moreover, if in addition z; € L' (0,T; H") then
(45) U — Ph‘ut||Loo<07T;L2) +1|Z - th||Loc(07T;L2) < Ch".

By an application of the triangle inequality and an appeal to the approximation properties (14)-(15)
of the projections, the following estimates are easily deduced from (44) and (45).

THEOREM 4.2. Assume (44) holds. If w € L*(0,T; H"), then there exists a constant C indepen-
dent of h such that

(46) U = wllzooo,r;z2y) < CA.

Moreover, if uy € L>=(0,T;H"), z € L™(0,T; H") and (45) holds, then there exists a constant C
independent of h such that

(47) 1Us — well poo(o,7;02) + I1Z — 2l oo o,7;22) < CR.



4. Weak formulation and Continuous-Time Estimates. In this section we choose a weak
form of (1)—(4) conducive to approximation by mixed finite elements. We then introduce the continuous-
time mixed finite element approximation of this weak form and derive a priori estimates of its error.
In particular, we reduce the question of the convergence of the transient problem to the approximation
properties of the projections introduced in the previous section using a non-standard energy argument
similar to that used by Baker [2].

We now consider a weak formulation of (1)—(4). We write the differential equation (1) as the first
order system with respect to the spatial derivatives:
(20) Ut + V.z= f in  x (0, T),
(21) AT'24+Vu=0 in Qx(0,7).

For smooth test functions w and v, we have

(22) (uer, w) + (Vez,w) = (f, w),
(23) (A7'z,v) — (4, V-v) = —<u,v-r>.

Differentiating (23) with respect to time and using the boundary condition (2), we arrive at the weak
form we shall consider:

uweC20,T; L3(Q)),  zeCH0,T; H(Q;div)),
satisfying

(24) (u(0), w) = (uo, w), we L*(Q),

(25) (A7'2(0),v) — (w0, V-v) = —<wo,v-r>, v € H(Q;div),

(26) (u:(0), w) = (u1,w), w € L*(Q),

(27) (uer, w) + (Vez,w) = (f,w), wée€ LQ(Q), t>0,

(28) (A2, v) = (4, V-v) + €az,v> = — <g,v-v>, veﬁ(ﬂ;div), t> 0.

As mentioned in the introduction, when o = 0, this is a non-standard formulation for the Dirichlet
problem and H(Q;div) = H(Q;div). The usual weak formulation follows by integrating (28) in time,

cf. [4]. The error estimates presented below and in subsequent sections hold for this case.
By the continuous-time mized finite element approzimation to (24)—(28), we mean

U e C*0,T; Wh), z € C'(0,T; Vi),
satisfying

(29) (U(0), w) = (uo, w), w € Wh,
(30) (A7'Z(0),v) — (U(0),V-v) = —<ug,v-r>, VvEVy,
(31) (U(0),w) = (u1,w), w € Wh,
(32) (Utt,w) + (V- Z,w) = (f,w), we&Wp, t>0,
(33) (A_lzt,v)—(Ut,V~v)—|—<<ozZ,v>>:—<g,v~1/>, veEVy t>0.

We now show that the mixed finite element approximation {U(t),Z(t)} is close to the projection
of {u(t),z(t)} introduced in Section 3. Let

7=U—Pyu, o=72—1lpz, n=2z—Ilxz.

Subtracting (24)—(28) from (29)—(33) and using properties (12) and (13) of the projections, we find
that

(34) (7(0),w) =0, w €& Wh,

( ) (A_la'([)), V) = (A_ln(o)’ V)’ vV € Vh,

(36) (te(0),w) =0, we Wy,

(37) (ree,w) + (Veo,w) =0, wée Wy, t>0,

(38) (A_lcrt,v)—(n,Vv) +<<aa,v>>:(A_Jnt,v)—|—<<oz17,v>>, veVy, t>0.



3. “Raviart-Thomas” Mixed Finite Element Space. In this section, we specify the as-
sumptions we use on the finite element spaces upon which we base our methods. The assumptions
are directly motivated by the properties of the Raviart-Thomas-Nedelec mixed finite element spaces
[12, 11, 10]. We consider a collection of finite dimensional subspaces Vi, x Wy, of H(Q;div) x L?(Q)
which satisfy conditions that make them look like Raviart-Thomas-Nedelec spaces of order k+1, where
k is a fixed non-negative integer (RTk and RT[;C] in the notation of [3]) For each Vi, x Wj,, we associate
a positive parameter A which can be thought of as the element size.

For each of our finite element spaces, we require that the divergence operator is a map of V; onto
W} and that there exists projections

Uy x Pr: V x L2(Q) — Vi x Wh,

where V is a subspace of H(Q;div) whose members are slightly more regular; for instance, if ¢ > 2,
then V could be the space {v € H(Q;div)|v € (L%(2))"}. These projections have the following
properties:

(i) Pn is L? projection onto W, hence

(12) (V-v,u — Pru) =0, v E Vy;
(i) div I, = Py div : V@ > onto >> W, thus
(13) (V-(z = Hpz),w) =0, we Wy, z€V;

(iil) the following approximation properties hold:

(14) |z — Opz|| < Csh|zll,, 1<r<k+1,
(15) e = Prul| < Ch'|lull,, 0<r<k+1;

(iv) there exists o), € L°(9Q) such that
(16) <<a/(;)l(z—th),v>>:0, v € Vp,
and o? approximates o in the sense that
1.1
(17) | <(o— a%)z/;,v-u> | < Cshz ||a/2V'V||L2(6SZ)|I¢||L2(6SZ)’ veVnte Lz(aﬂ)é

(v) if @ — o) is not identically zero, we assume that

_1
(18) [(z — Mnz)-v|L2(a0) < Cak™ " 2|jz|,, 1<7r<k+1.
In the case of the explicit-in-time method introduced in Section 5, we use the following inverse
assumption:
(19) V-2l < Cah ™ zlla, 2 € Vi

Except where explicitly stated otherwise, these assumptions are precisely the conditions we use to
derive our results. We note, however, that the R/? factor in (16) may be replaced by a full power of
h at the expense of a possibly larger Cs for a more regular o and that (15) is not always needed.

In the subsequent sections, we refer to spaces that satisfy the above assumptions as “R-T-N
spaces”. The description of the properties of the function spaces follows the exposition given by
Arnold, Douglas and Roberts [5]; in their work, they extend (12)-(15) to hold for Raviart-Thomas
elements with one curved edge in IR® and remarked on the extension to IR®. The conditions (16)-
(18) are not standard, but are easily checked in the case of the Raviart-Thomas-Nedelec elements as
extended. In this case, af may be taken to be a suitable projection of « into the space of piecewise
constant functions. To see that the average of (z — IIz)-v is zero on the curved edge one uses (13)
with w =1 together with the fact that the average is zero on the straight edges.

Henceforth, C will denote a generic constant which may depend on the differential problem, &,
C5, and C4, but is not dependent on the parameter k. In the remaining sections, r will be a fixed
integer satisfying 1 <r <k + 1.



for a family of discrete-in-time schemes was also demonstrated in [4]. For Dirichlet boundary condi-
tions, continuous-in-time and implicit-in-time results for displacement, velocity and stress can also be
deduced directly from the work of Makridakis [9] for elastodynamics. The results contained herein
for « = 0 differ from those recovered from [9] in two significant ways. First, the estimates for the
approximation of displacement require less regularity of the solution. Second, the initial conditions
are implemented as the L? projections of ug and u; instead of the computationally more expensive
elliptic projections.

The paper consists of six additional sections. The next two sections are devoted to preliminaries.
In Section 2, the notation used throughout this paper is defined, and in Section 3 some properties
of the Raviart-Thomas mixed finite element spaces are recalled. A weak form of (1)—(4) suitable for
approximation by mixed finite elements is formulated in Section 4. A continuous-in-time mixed finite
element approximation is also presented and a priori error estimates are derived. Explicit-in-time
and implicit-in-time mixed finite element approximations to (1)—(4) are formulated and analyzed in
Section 5 and Section 6, respectively. Finally, in Section 7, estimates for approximation with BDM
or BDFM mixed finite element spaces instead of the Raviart-Thomas spaces are discussed.

2. Notation. In this section we define some notation used in this paper. Denote by L*(f),
(L2()™, H*(Q), (H*(R))" the standard Sobolev spaces of real- and real-vector-valued functions
defined on Q; see, e.g., [1, 8]. When it is clear from context, we denote L?(Q) and H*(Q) by L? and
H* respectively. Let the inner products on L*(Q) and (L?*(Q))™ be denoted by (-,-). And let the
standard norms on H°(€) and (H°(€2))" be denoted by ||||s, dropping the subscript in the cases of
L*(Q) and (L*(Q))™. Also, define the A-weighted L?-norm ||-||4 on (L?(€))” by

IVla = (A7"v,v)%, Ve (@)
Define H(Q;div), a subspace of (L*(Q2))", by
H(Q;div) = {v € (I*(2))"|V-v € L*(Q)},

with associated norm
IvIE = IvI® + 1 9-v)”.

Let LQ(QQ) be the space of Lebesgue measurable functions defined on 92 which are square integrable;
equip this space with the inner product <-,->. For convenience, denote by < ,>> the bilinear form
Ly, vy =<u-rv,v-r>.

Let ﬁ(ﬂ, div) be the subspace of H(; div) such that for all v € ﬁ(ﬂ, div), o'?v.yisin L?(89), and

norm this space with
1
IVI% = IVl + lla?v-v|Z2can)-

Let X be a normed space with norm ||-|| x. Take C*(0, T; X) to be the space of k-times continuously
differentiable maps of [0,7] into X, and define the following norms for 1 < p < co and suitable
functions v: [0: 7] — X

T
lollostom = ( / lot) ).
0

For p = 0o, the usual modification is made.
Adopt the following notation related to functions defined at discrete time levels. Let N be a
positive integer, At = T/N, and t* = nAf. Set

(3) " =o(t"),

(6) ’Un+% — %(Un-l-l + 'Un),

(7) Bt = (0" — ™)AL,

(8) 920" = (90"t — 90" 3) /N,
(9) P = iv"“ + %v" + ivn_l.

Define two discrete L°°-norms for time-discrete functions by

(10) lellego.ma = max o lx,
ol _ ot
(11) IIUIILZ(OVT;X) 0o TEX [l 2| x-

2



A PRIORI ESTIMATES FOR MIXED FINITE ELEMENT
APPROXIMATIONS OF SECOND ORDER HYPERBOLIC
EQUATIONS WITH ABSORBING BOUNDARY CONDITIONS *

LAWRENCE C. COWSAR', TODD F. DUPONT! AND MARY F. WHEELERS

Abstract. Optimal order L*-in-time, L?-in-space a priori error estimates are derived for mixed
finite element approximations for both displacement and stress for a second order hyperbolic equation
with first order absorbing boundary conditions. Continuous-in-time, explicit-in-time, and implicit-in-
time procedures are formulated and analyzed.

Key Words. mixed finite element methods, second order hyperbolic equations, absorbing bound-
ary conditions

AMS(MOS) subject classification. 65M12, 65M15
1. Introduction. Let © be a bounded domain in IR"™ with Lipschitz boundary, 92, and unit

outward normal »v. For fixed 0 < 1" < oo, we discuss mixed finite element approximations of the
second order hyperbolic equation with first order absorbing boundary conditions:

(1) ugg — V-AVu = f in Q x (0,7),
(2) ur + a(AVu)-v =g on 90 x (0,7),
(3) u(-,0) =uo in Q,

(4) ug(-,0) =u1 in Q.

A i1s a symmetric matrix with elements that are uniformly bounded and measurable. Additionally,
we assume that the spatial operator is uniformly elliptic, i.e. there exists a constants Cy,Cz > 0 such
that

Ci€'¢ < A(2)¢ < 2€'¢, 2 €9, Ee R

We assume that o is a bounded, non-negative function independent of time. When « is identically
zero, (2) is a just a non-standard way of specifying Dirichlet boundary conditions with g being the time
derivative of the standard Dirichlet data. Consequently, the case of Dirichlet boundary conditions will
be a special case of the analysis presented in this paper. The functions f, g, uo, u1 are given data for
the problem and will be assumed as regular as necessary. The solution » and its time derivate u; will
be referred to as the displacement and velocity, respectively. We refer to AVu as the stress.

A priori error estimates for Galerkin approximations for this problem have been previously derived
by Dupont [6] using a standard energy argument. In the case of Dirichlet boundary conditions, these
estimates were improved by Baker [2] using a technique that can be interpreted as a non-standard
energy argument. In this paper, we formulate a mixed finite element scheme for the approximation
of (1)-(4) and establish optimal order L*-in-time, L*-in-space error bounds for mixed finite element
approximations to displacement, velocity and stressin the cases of continuous-in-time, explicit-in-time,
and implicit-in-time methods. The error estimates for displacement are analogues of the estimates of
Baker, while those for velocity and stress follow from natural energy arguments. Particular attention
is given to the explicit-in-time scheme since the numerical experiments of [4] seem to suggest that this
may be the preferred formulation in terms of both computational effort and numerical accuracy.

Mixed finite element approximations to second order hyperbolic equations with Dirichlet boundary
conditions have been previously considered by Geveci [7] and the authors [4]. In [7], Geveci derives
L™-in-time, L?-in-space error bounds for the continuous-in-time mixed finite element approximations
of velocity and stress. The authors in [4] derive bounds for the continuous-in-time mixed finite ele-
ment approximation for displacement which require less regularity than was needed in [7]. Stability
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